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Devon County A.S.A. 
 
GENERAL CHAMPIONSHIP CONDITIONS  2026 
 
To be read in conjunction with the specific discipline competition conditions. 
 
1. [bookmark: _Int_99OiDh1j]All events shall be competed for annually under Swim England Laws and Regulations and Swim England Technical Rules of Racing. The events will be run in accordance with the permissions granted by Swim England South West Region Ltd for Level 2 Licensed meets for entry into Regional and National Competitions. The Management Committee of Devon County A.S.A. will approve the venues, dates, and conditions under which the events will be held. 
 
2. All competitions shall be open to Swim England registered swimmers who have at least one of the following qualifications: 
a) Shall have been born within the County of Devon 
b) Shall have resided in the County prior to the first day of competition 
c) Are a member of HM Forces whose unit is affiliated to Devon County ASA. 
d) Reside in the neighbouring counties of Cornwall, Dorset or Somerset and are members of a club affiliated to Devon County. 
e) Spend time outside the County for educational purposes or attend educational institutions within Devon. 
 
3. Clubs and competitors from that club will not be allowed to enter any Devon County ASA competitions, in any discipline if there are any outstanding monies; entry fees, fines, trophies etc., owed to the County for whatever reason. Matters under discussion or protest will not be considered as counting until settled. 
 
4. In the interests of the sport, in cases of extenuating circumstances, the emergency committee shall decide if the swimmer is eligible to compete. That decision shall be final. 
 
5. No swimmer taking part in a competition of another County in the current year shall be eligible to compete. 
 
6. Medals, struck from the Association die, shall be presented to each entrant finishing first, second or third in the Championships. 
 
7. [bookmark: _Int_BslLOO4P]Trophies, where applicable, will be presented to the winners who are responsible for their engraving. Winners of ALL County trophies shall enter into a bond for their safe custody and return to The Hon. Trophy Steward a minimum of 10 days prior to the competition in the following year. The Hon. Trophy Steward may agree to the return of said trophy at the appropriate gala but only with prior consent. Contact to be 28 days or more prior to the event. 
 
8. Trophies will be issued or not, at the discretion of the Hon. Trophy Steward and upon satisfactory completion of a receipt. The trophies remain the property of Devon County Amateur Swimming Association (DC ASA) and must remain within the county of Devon. 

9. Swimmers under the age of 18 years will need an adult to sign the receipt on their behalf. This must be either their parent or club Team Manager.

10. In the event of the trophy being unavailable for presentation at the required time or in a state unsuitable for presentation, a fine will be levied against the club of which the swimmer was representing at the time of the award.

11. Any expenses incurred by DC ASA for retrieval, replacement, repair or engraving of trophies will also be recoverable from the club. 
 
12. If a club would prefer not to stand as guarantor for any trophies, they must advise the Hon. Trophy Steward before the start of the day’s competition, either by email in advance of the meet or on the day by signing a waiver which will be available from the trophy steward. Failure to do so will result in said trophy not being issued. 

13. A fine of £100 per trophy will be imposed on the Club concerned for failure to comply with condition 10. 
 
13.1 Devon County ASA reserve the right to implement further sanctions on the club if the fine remains unpaid beyond a time specified by Devon County ASA which is both reasonable and clearly communicated in writing/email. 
 
13.2 Sanctions may include but are not restricted to the refusal of entries into the next scheduled County events and are not discipline specific and/or further monetary penalties. 
 
14. Any appeal against the decisions taken by the trophy steward may be submitted in writing to the Hon General Secretary DC ASA for Management Committee discussion at the next scheduled meeting. The decision of the Management Committee will be final and communicated to the appellant within a reasonable time after the committee has ruled.   
 
 	 
 



SWIMMING COMPETITION CONDITIONS 
 
To be read in conjunction with the General Championships conditions. 

Health Restrictions – any Health Restrictions in place at the time of the meet imposed either by the UK Government / Plymouth Active and or Swim England must be followed and failure to do so will result in the removal of said individual / club from the meet.

 
1. Interclub Championship Conditions 

1.1 The competition pool at the Life Centre, Plymouth is 25m in length with 10 lanes. Anti-turbulence ropes will be used. Up to10 lanes will be used on the day of competition at the promoter’s discretion. 

1.1.1 A secondary strobe will be provided on request if the start block strobes are non operational. 

1.2 Any matters concerning the Competition not covered in these Conditions will be dealt with according to the laws of the sport and at the discretion of the Referee.  All participants must observe the safety precautions in operation at the Pool.  Neither the Promotor nor the Pool will be responsible for any loss or damage occurring during this meet.     
 
1.3 The Lead Referee decision is final. 
 
1.4 At the promoter’s discretion, starts may be ‘over the top’ except for backstroke.  
 
1.5 Competitive Start Award - Swimmers must have attained the standard of the A.S.A. Competitive Start Award in order to start from the blocks; (this is the responsibility of the club coach).  Swimmers who have not attained the standard of the Competitive Start Award must lower themselves over the side into the water, on the long whistle of the Referee before starting at an appropriate place. 
 
1.10 Video and Photography – Devon County ASA will comply with the current guidelines as published by Swim England in its Wavepower document. These guidelines will be displayed and announcements made of these guidelines at all events. 
 
1.11 With reference to 1.10 above any person who wishes not to be photographed must contact the Hon. Competitions secretary at the earliest opportunity. 

1.12 Entries will be held on a computer solely for the purposes of this competition and consent, as required by the (GDPR)Data Protection 2018, to the holding of personal information on computer will be deemed to have been given by the submission of the entry. Personal Data will be available for inspection during the Meet on application to the Promoter.

1.13 Computer records will be held for no more than 3 years after the completion of the competition year.  

1.14 The 100m Individual Medley event will be swam first and will count towards the Devon County Age Group Championships. This will be swam mixed and as Heat Declared Winner.

1.14.1 In relation to this event the Devon Age Group and Championship Conditions will apply.

1.15	The Female category is for birth sex females in accordance with Swim England’s Transgender and Non-Binary Competition Policy. By entering the ‘Female’ category, a swimmer confirms that their birth sex is female.
 
1.15.1	 Currently Meet Software may list the Open category as Male, but this should be taken to mean Open, and the Male category combined.


2. Specific Interclub Championship Conditions 
 
2.1	The Interclub Championship Competition shall be swum under Swim England Laws and Regulations and Swim England Technical Rules of Racing. The events will be run in accordance to the permissions granted by Swim England South West Ltd for Level 2 Licensed meets.

2.2	The Interclub Championship Competition shall be open to all Clubs affiliated to Devon County ASA.

2.3	 All competitors shall be eligible competitors as defined by Swim England Competition Laws and shall be bona-fide members of the club they represent. 

2.4	Swimmers taking part in the Interclub Championship Competition may only compete for the club in whose name they have entered the individual Championship and Age Group events, unless that Club is not participating in the Interclub Championship Competition, when they may swim for another club for which they are a member complying with the general Championship’s conditions. 

2.5	The competition is restricted to no more than 20 clubs. In the event that more than 20 entries have been received by the closing date, the following criteria will apply - The top 20 teams will have automatic entry providing an entry is submitted. A maximum of 2 teams with the least points from the previous year will drop out of the competition to allow the next two clubs on the waiting list to participate. The relegated teams will go the bottom of the waiting list in order of finishing position. 

2.6	Heats will be split evenly between the number of teams taking part i.e. 20 teams 10, 10, 19 teams 9, 10 etc. 

2.6.1	Lanes will be allocated based on position of the previous year’s Results as per cyclic seeding rules. Winner will be placed in Heat 2 while the Runner up will be placed in Heat 1. For the 2026 year these will be the 2025 results.

2.6.2 If 10 or fewer clubs enter then a Team will swim in the same lane throughout the whole competition spearheaded on last year’s results. 

2.6.3 If condition 2.6.2 applies then there will be no marshalling and clubs will be responsible for marshalling their own swimmers to the start.

2.7 Swimmers may only swim in a maximum of two individual events in their own age group but may swim in any number of events in a higher age group. 

2.7.1 Entry into the 200m IM will not count as part of the 2 individual events.

2.8 Points will be awarded on HDW basis according to the number of teams entering with the slowest swimmer being awarded one point. Points will not be awarded in the event of a disqualification.

2.9  Clubs are required to submit a team list with entry times to the Hon. Swimming Competition Secretary no later than the date specified prior to the competition. 

2.10 To assist in this an ‘extra’ event will be added to the entry file into which all possible swimmers must be entered. Once submitted up to 4 changes can be made on the day but these swimmers must be in the submitted HyTek file.

2.11 There will be no addition of swimmers to the HyTek file after the file has been submitted.

2.12 Ten points will be deducted from the final Team score for each additional swimmer changed above 4.

2.13  A swimmer who withdraws from an event will be deemed to have withdrawn from the whole competition. 



2.14 
	The programme shall be:- 
	

	Evt No.  Girls/Boys /Open  
	Evt No.  Girls/Boys/Open

	101
	Mixed 100IM HDW -Devon Age Groups

	
	
	
	

	201/202  
	 Open 200IM
	225/226
	Open Backstroke 

	203/204  
	11/u Freestyle  
	227/228
	11/u Breaststroke 

	205/206  
	13/u Backstroke  
	229/230
	13/u Freestyle 

	207/208  
	15/u Butterfly  
	231/232
	15/u Backstroke 

	209/210
	Open Breaststroke  
	233/234
	 Open Butterfly 

	211/212  
	11/u Backstroke 
	235/236
	Open 200m Mixed Freestyle relay 

	213/214  
	13/u Butterfly  
	237
	11/u 200m Mixed Medley relay

	215/216  
	15/u Breaststroke  
	238 
	13/u 200m Mixed Medley relay 

	217/218 
	Open Freestyle  
	239  
	15/u 200m Mixed Medley relay 

	219/220
	11/u Butterfly  
	240 
	Open 200m Mixed Medley relay 

	221/222
	13/u Breaststroke  
	241
	8 x 50m Mixed Freestyle Cannon 

	223/224
	15/u Freestyle  
	     (1 male/1 female from each age group) 


Distances to be - 11/u 50m; 13/u 100m; 15/u & open 100m 
Mixed medley relays shall consist of two males /open and two females, swum in any order.

2.15 The winner of the Championship shall be the club with the highest number of points. In the event of a tie in points, the winner shall be the club with the highest number of first places and so on in succession. 

2.16 General Championship conditions will apply where not superseded by the above. 

2.17 The promoter shall have the power to decide any eventuality not covered by these rules.

2.18 A swimdown facility will be available which is the responsibility of clubs to manage

3 Entries Interclub Championship Specific
 
3.1 Entries must reach the Hon. Swimming Competitions Secretary, by midnight on 31st December 2025. 

3.2 Results will be sent under licensing conditions to the Swim England rankings database and be uploaded to the Devon county website.

3.3 Ages shall be as on 31st December in the year of competition. 

3.4 There is no entry fee for this event.


4 Passes, Volunteers, Officials

4.1 Each club shall be entitled to four team manager/coach passes to cover up to 30 swimmers. Additional passes may be authorised, on a session-by-session basis. It is the entering club's responsibility to ensure that they comply with the new Swim England staff ratios which came into effect on 1st September 2023.

The updated policy (SE1048) can be found here
 
4.1.1 It is the entering Clubs responsibility to ensure this policy is complied with and be accompanied by at least one Level 2 Coach  or Swim England Swimming Coach who must have current Safeguarding and DBS passes. Team mangers on poolside must be TM1 Qualified and be DBS checked. Passes for the 2026 season will not be charged for and we will be using the Swim England Poolside pass scheme where upon it is the coaches and TM responsibility to apply for and print out their pass. Access to poolside without this pass will be refused.

4.1.2	Coach/Team Manager Accreditation Process

For this event we will be using a new system for Coaches and Team Managers to apply for their poolside passes. We will be using the Swim England System for Accreditation which will make the process much easier for clubs and County when processing. 
This is the same system that is used for many national events and involves applying through the website and printing out your pass that you will take along to the event. 

· Log into www.swimmingresults.org
· On the ‘Members’ tab click on ‘Swim England Member Options’. This will bring up a log in screen which you will need your membership number and password for (details on how to make an account or reset your password if forgotten is available on this page).
· Once you are logged in you should have a number of options listed. Click on the link for ‘Purchase accreditation for events here’. Please note you must ensure that you have a headshot uploaded and that all your qualifications, Safeguarding and DBS information is in date on your clubs OMS system. 
· On selecting the free generic pass Coaches and TM will need to ensure that their Safeguarding /DBS are valid for the first 3 months of 2026. I.E. they expire after the last day of March 2026.
· After clicking the link the page will show a number of events from around the Country, you will need to scroll to find ‘Swim England DBS, Safeguarding, qualification check’. 
· All of the fields for this event will need to show as pass in a green box for you to be able to purchase accreditation. If any of the boxes are red you will need to go back to your club and make sure that all of the information is up to date. 
· Once on this page there is a link for ‘purchase accreditation’ click on that and follow the prompts. 
· Once completed it will give you the option to print your accreditation, please print this and bring along to the event. Without the pass you will not be admitted to the event. 
 
4.1.3	Only swimmers competing in that session, team staff with passes and gala staff; volunteers and officials, are permitted on the poolside. 
 
4.1.4 To comply with Swim England Insurance requirements all poolside staff and club volunteer helpers must be registered members of a Swim England affiliated club. 
 
4.1 All Coaches and Team Managers must be DBS checked and safeguarding trained. 
Anyone being found not to have an up-to-date check will be removed from poolside and or other roles. 
 
4.2 Any individual found to misuse the poolside accreditation pass, and/or if the individual does not meet the accreditation requirements as part of their role, Devon County ASA reserve the right to revoke the pass and/or prohibit future pass allocation. 
 
4.1 Clubs are requested to provide the Names and Swim England registration numbers of all volunteer Poolside personnel by the 6th of January 2026, prior to the events on the correct Microsoft Forms. This list may be added to at any time and should be sent to Derek Wyatt (swimmingsecretary@devonswimming.org.uk)
 
4.4	All Personnel, Coaches, Team Managers, and poolside volunteers must bring photographic ID on each day to sign in. 
 
4.5 Wave power, states that all DBS checked persons must also have up to date safeguarding training. 
 
4.6 Clubs entering are requested to supply 2 licensed officials along with parent/volunteer helpers, who shall be notified separately, to assist in other tasks. 
 
4.7 Clubs are reminded that although we cannot insist on officials, these events must comply with licensing requirements and that there is always the possibility that meets may be downgraded or have the license removed if insufficient levels of qualified officials are present. 


4.8 [bookmark: _Int_xUoFXagX]Clubs that fail to provide a volunteer helper will be fined on the basis of £2 per entry per session, which they fail to provide the volunteer helper. i.e.: 8 accepted entries would be £16; 40 accepted entries would be £80. This will be for each non supplied helper. 

5.Health and Safety

5.1	The Health, Safety and Wellbeing of all swimmers, officials, volunteers, spectators and visitors is paramount – all Health and Safety rules/regulations/requirements must be complied with at all times. 

5.2	Changing on poolside is forbidden and the Changing Village must be used. Team Managers and Coaches are expected to enforce this rule. Any swimmer found and identified changing poolside, corridors, balcony or in any area other than the Changing Village will be disqualified from further events, the club fined £100 and reported to Swim England.

5.3 NO LARGE BAGS ARE PERMITTED POOLSIDE. Lockers must be used for all swim bags – only small food bags will be permitted on poolside – together with swimmers’ poolside footwear, club shirt, towel and water bottles. It is the responsibility of clubs to enforce this as a new requirement by the Life Centre. Failure to comply may result in the non-complying swimmer / club being removed from the event.

5.4 Swim down pool when available will be monitored by the club whose swimmers are using the pool. If this is not done, then all swimmers from that club will be denied the usage of the swim down lanes. The use of flippers, snorkels or paddles in the swim down pool is not permitted. 

5.5 All swimmers, officials, volunteers, spectators, and visitors are required, at all times, to abide by the rules set out in the Pool Safety Operating Procedures and/or the Normal Operating Procedures & Emergency Action Plan for the facility hired for the meet. As well as comply with the relevant Swim England Codes of practice. 

5.6 Unacceptable Behaviour - Behaviour becomes “unacceptable” when it is considered “Offensive” to others; this includes, but is not limited to, the following Theft, wilful damage to property and /or equipment, acts of vandalism, abuse of alcohol and/or drugs, bullying, offensive language, aggressive/violent acts, threatening behaviour, all breaches of safety practices, failure to comply with instructions/directions, actions that bring the sport of swimming into disrepute. 

This will result in the Disqualification of the swimmer or swimmers involved and their results/times not being sent to Rankings, for that particular event or session. Serious cases will be referred to the next Devon County ASA management committee meeting and the possibility of further sanctions.
 
5.7 For safety and security reasons, the wearing of jewellery is not advised while in the water during warm-ups/swim-downs and/or competition. This includes watches, necklaces, chains, bangles, wrist bands, friendship bands, earrings (except studs), and rings (except wedding bands). Swimmers do so at their own risk. 

5.8 IF participating Competitors or other Club members on poolside suffer injury or damage as a result of any failure by any person to follow the regulations set out then neither the Promoter nor Plymouth Active will accept any liability in respect of any such injury or damage. 

5.9 Neither Devon County A.S.A., the Promotor nor Plymouth Active will be responsible for any loss or damage occurring during this meet and will not be liable if property is lost or damaged. 

5.10 All clubs are responsible in ensuring that sufficient space is given on the pool deck to allow officials to complete their duties safely. Team Managers are responsible for ensuring that sufficient space is available and ensuring that all swimmers are stood behind the back leg of the Lifeguard chair. This is to ensure sufficient space is available for the officials to perform their duties. 

If this is not complied with then the meet may be stopped until its safe to continue. Any stoppages may impact the running time of the competition and events may have to be cancelled. Refunds will not be given if events are affected in this way or cancelled due to non-compliance.

5.11 Video and Photography

 Following updated guidance from Swim England the use of all photographic equipment is no longer controlled. Spectators, Coaches and Swimmers are reminded that if such equipment is used they should STOP AND THINK the guidelines on consent and decency must always apply.
Photography guidance applies to all images and recordings taken on any camera, mobile phone or other recording devices. Social media guidance will apply if those images or recordings are being shared through any social media platforms [ all Club Welfare officers have a copy of Wavepower where full guidance can be found]. The use of any device with video or photo capture capability is strictly prohibited in the changing rooms or changing areas at all times.

 You are reminded that FLASH PHOTOGRAPHY should not be used at the start of any race.



6. Protests 
 
 6.1 All protests will be dealt with under Swim England Laws and Regulations and Swim England Technical Rules of Racing. 

6.1.1 All protests must be submitted in writing and on the correct County forms which are available from the promoter.
 
7. Officials 
7.1	With reference to condition 4.8, Clubs entering are requested to supply 2 Licensed officials for each session that they are entering. Clubs with no registered officials shall make every effort to “borrow “Officials from other clubs attending the event. In the unfortunate event of this not being possible they are required to liaise with the promoter and parent/volunteer helpers’ coordinator to provide additional parent/club volunteer helpers; in addition to those already required. 
 
7.2	With reference to condition 4.2 to comply with Swim England Insurance requirements all officials must be licensed and registered members of a Swim England, Swim Wales, or Scottish swimming affiliated club. Additional trainee officials are welcome but will not count towards the number requested and must be registered members of a Swim England, Swim Wales, or Scottish swimming affiliated club. 
 
7.2.1	Officials must be up to date on the contemporary issues module as part of their licence, this can be done online. Officials and trainees are to be encouraged to have safeguarding training. Whilst we cannot insist on safeguarding training, we would hope that you would recognise that all persons being so trained is best practice. 
 
7.3	Officials should register their availability using the Swim Meet portal using the following Link:

https://www.swim-meet.com/OfficialsSignup/Devon/

If anyone has issues with confirming their availability, please contact the Hon. Officials Secretary 
 
Becky Bellet at officials.administrator@devonswimming.org.uk as early as possible. 
 
7.4	All Officials shall be appointed by the Lead Referee. In the event of any official not being able to act the Hon. Officials Secretary must be informed as soon as possible so that a substitute may be appointed. Officials should report to the organisers at least 30 minutes before the start of the gala or at the advertised report time. 
 
7.5	Clubs are referred to 4.8 above. 
Clubs are reminded that although we cannot insist on officials, these events must comply with licensing requirements and that there is always the possibility that meets may be downgraded or have the license removed if insufficient levels of qualified licensed officials are present. 

7.6 Expenses for officials will be paid as per Devon County ASA expense policy

Devon Expenses Policy
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